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Tanker bill keeps old, small ships sail
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Now that everyone, including OPEC, b
admitting the need to proceed toward dou-
ble hulls as the standard for oll tagker
construction it is Lmperative that the pace of
fleet replacement and the determination of
which tankars are repleced first recaive
detailed analysis.

As long ss single-bulled tankers sre at
sea. the riak of oil spills is dramatically

tar. as the analysis of the Alaska Oil

il Commission shows. Double hulls by
themselves add 31 years to the interval
between Exxon Valdersized oil spills In
Prince Willlam Sound. No other improve-
ment adds as much to the interval between
spills.

Another factor more difficult to assess is
the eflect 2f age on the tanker accidents, but
we know that age affects hull stress and
lessens the ability of tankers to withstand
the storms of the Guif of Alaska. Older
tankers also lack the complete range of
technological improvements carried by new-
er tankers.

An snalysis of the U.S. Senate Commerce
Committee proposal for phasing out tankers
reveals that the oldest, smallest ships would
be phased out last and that is the main
reason this proposal is faulty. Sen. Ted
Stevens is strongly supporting this proposal.

The proposal is based on the premise that
the largest tankers operating into Valdez are
the most environmentaily dangerous.

This is true only if we are willing to limit
oll spill response to that which can handle
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the spill trom s small- or medium-sized
tanker. It also overicoks the fact that
smaliler tankers mean more port calis. The
commission bas established a direct rela-
tionship between the number of port calls
and the number of oil spills.

The Commerce Committee proposal also
leaves the door open 1o substituting equal or
better technology for double hulls at the
discretion of the Secretary of Transportation
after further studies by the National Acade-
my of Sciences.

The commission examined the best state-
of-the art available in tanker technology
today and found severai systems, such as
the “vacuum method'’ developed in Sweden,
that had great merit for consideration in
future tanker design. Nothing, however.
replaced double hulls in effectiveness in
limiting oil spills. This conclusion is based
oo the review of 20 years of studies oa this
subject.

The present fleet licensed to serve Alaska
is composed of 93 ships. Eight are alresdy
double-hulled and are excluded f{rom the
following analysis. The remaining 85 have
an average tonnage of 103,000 DWT and
average 18 years of age. The fleet has more
than enough capacity to lift the present

throughput of 1.9 millloa barrels per day
from Valdes '

By 1997, when Valdaz throughput will be
about 1 million barreis per day, the flest
will be reduced to 38 vessels of the present
Claet. They will average in age at thet time
years and have an average size of 76,000
This fleet will also be able to bandle
projected Valdez throughput. Tharefore,
the Comumercs Committee proposals it
not be necessary to build any double-
tankers 1997,

2003 wheo Commaerce Committse

hassout ends, the fleet will ba reduced to
i0 of ibe preseni Dest pius the sight double
builed tankery in existance. This fleet will
amhucmnymmdhvtm
average sire of 45000 tons. excluding the
double-bulled ships. The double-builed ships
will then average in age some 30 years and
bave an average size of 84,000 toas.

Projected Valdez throughput at that time
can be adequately bandled by the above
fleet of 18 ships. Thus this proposal will
require no new coastruction by 2005 unless
dramatic increases in projected throughput
at Valdez occur. The pet result is to silow all
existing known reserves on the North Slope
to be served by the tanker fleet io existence
pow. There would ba no requirement upon
the industry to upgrade the fleet except for
their own parposes.

The commission could find no correlation
between tanker size and accidents. The
tankers with the most casualties in the QOeet
licensed for Alaska at present are: the Cove
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The limit ia Puget Sound of 125,000 toos
was dictated partly by the constraints of the
{nner Sound and partly by the desire to
Umit ship size. There is no reason for
similar constraints at Vaidez as long as the
respoase capability is capable of bandling =
worstcase spill within 2 hours.

it is hard to belleve chat Alaska will be
better served by keeping small, very old
tankers in service until 2003, When one
looks at the Commerce Committee bill this
is exactly what it does and the congress
requirements, if the S:cvem'-backe_d pro-

prevails, become taeaningless insofar
as Alaska is coocerned. For that reason, the
Commission supports HB 1465, double bot-
toms in seven years and double hulls im 15.
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