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IRTRODUCTION

Two years agoe I was invited by the 1.5, Coast Guard ta
speak at the 1989 International @il Zpill Conference.
Hepresenting the United Fishersasn of Alaaka, 1 Jjoined other
mexbera of the "Open Ocean and Ceoasatal Spill Panel" and
presented possible econoaic affects of a large cil spill in
Prince William Sound, Alaska, on the commercial fishing
industry aod local communities [Ott, 1359).

Five weeks later on March 24, 1983, the Exxon Valdez
5pill turned academic speculation into grim reality. Since
this spill, I have testified before Congressiconal and 5tate
hearingz and prezsented talks at universities and conferences
arcund the country.

The Exzon ¥aldez spill focused national attention on
inadequacies in 2iIl spill prevention and response.
Corrective measures, in the form of state and federal
legislation, have since been adopted.

National attention i= now focuzed on mide effects of
our current <il dependency, f(.&., tha war in tha middie
East. Proposed corrective acasures rely heavily on
developing domestic oil fields, particularly in Alaska's
Arctic Ocean and Arctic National Wildlife Refuge [(ANWE).
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We are charging full speed down the path of continued
¢il dependency — and continued risk of oil spills. The
prevailing attitude, once again, freom industry and
governacnt afficlals is "Trust us.“

Can we, the public, truat the system now in place, or
planned, to adequately protect public health and the
environmaent from the next catastrophic apill? First, we
oust answer two queafticns as fraakly as pessible.

1} Were the problems leading to the Exxon Valdezr spill
correctly identifiad?

2) Are the corrective geasures (legisiation) adequate
to minimize risk from and maximize responae to the next
catastrophic spill?

IDENTIFYIRG PROBLEMS - CORRECTILY

Identifying problems contributing to the Exxon Valdez
5pill has been the subject of extensive public and private
research {(Ala=zka 01l S5pill Commission Final Report 1990;
National Response Team 1%90). However, some of the
inadequacies in the present system, for whatever reasona,
went unreported. We must work to correct all the problema
learned frow the Exxon Valdez spill and response, no matter
how politiecally painful, to have confidence in the
foundationa of our new spill prevention and response
prograns. '

1} We have an attitude problen.

Harway and Scctland have 3 "no ponsense" attitude
regarding oll apill prevention and response. Drills are
conducted regularly and evaluated thaoroughly. EReapanse
perasonne]l and tanker inspectors/operators are trained to
consistent and high =tandards. ZEquipment is inventoried and
stockpiled at strategic locations by responsible or affected
parties (Lawn 1990a; Ott 1990). Spill egquipment techaclogy
iz continually advanpced through ongoing research. Spill
respon=g = combative and organized. Peopla have clearly
acceptad the fact that ail will be spillied and are working
to minimize that risk and make the most gut of cleanups.

In the United Statea, we talerate a lot of nonsenae
becauss the aajority of the public has not accepted the risk
of =pilling cil as part of ocur reliance on o0il. After the
Exzon Valdez spill, company representatives claimed: "We're
sorry. It wasa an accident. It won't happer again.* Of
course it is going to happen again. 0Ontil the public
accepts this, there will be no long—tera public pressuare on
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our leaders ta denand increased contrels, and no long-term
conmitment of publiic resources to pay for these contraols.

Increasing fuel taxes tao pay for some of the side
effagts of our wil dependencw, such as increased prevention
and response medsures and dastruction of hazardous waste by-
products, is a scolution which repeatedly ranks lowest among
political leaderx. The United States pays the lowest tax on
gasoline among developed pations, an average of 27 csnts a
galich compared fo over 33.00 in same countries [Nulty
199¢), We also have the lowesat price por gallon and the
highest c¢oosumption per persocn in the world.

Yet without long-term political and fimaneial
copeitnent, we will find ourselves repeating history during
the next major oil apill: we won't be able to clean it up.

2) Frecautions should be taken when the spiller is
left in charge of the Ccleanup.

The laws are structured ta hawve the spiller responsible
for cleanup, while a predesignrated Jdn Scene Commander (05C)
ensltes aoperations are conducted properly. If the 0SC
decides that the spiller i3 not conducting a "proper"
response or the splller I1s oot known, the 0SC is required
under the Clean Water Act (o aasuge control of the response.

Realistigally, bowever, In 3 cass llke the Exxon Valdez
in which the responsible party has enormous financial
resources, even if the responae is nat "proper.” the 45C
will be under tresendous political prezsure toc leave the
apiller in charge of the clesanup. Caught between company
attorneys eager to blane a poor responss oh another party
and the realization that rescources avallable t¢ the 05C zay
be less than what is available to the zpiller, the 03C is
likely ta stay in an advisory anly capacity for the duratiaon
of the responsc.

Now, let's make some assunptions. During a
catastrophic spill; 1) a wealthy spiller ia palitically
astute 3o as to be aware of the small likelihood <of the 050
taking over the response, and 2) the spiller will try to
mninimize long-term financial impact to the company.

Whers shonld the 0SC take special precauticns to verify
the spiller's responae? An esduczted guess would be in the
amount of 0il reported =spilled, and the amcunt of oil
reported eleansd up. Again, the Exxon Valdez spill is a
clasasic example,

2a.] There was never any independent verificaticn of
the 11 million gallens reported spilled by Exxon's Frank
Jaroesi. The three veaasels uaed to liter the EXxxcon Valdex
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were each sent te aeparate refineries in California and
Hawaii to unlcad their cil-and-water cargc. Recovered
amounts of cil were never reported publicliy. Investigative
reporting of details waa aimply overlooked by international
media rushing to break ane atory after another - the
"drunken skipper." the toll on wildlife, fishermen's afforts
te save Sawmkill Bay hatchery, the cleanup, eto.

Elevan nillion gallons became the figure
accepted by aost people and the amount upon which penalties
were levied under state and faderal lawa. Tt is not tao
late to verifry and correct, if necessary. this figure.

2b.) There was alao never any independent verification
of the amounts of oil and oily debris reported removed froo
beaches by VECO, Exxon's primary contracter for the cleanup.

The Cordova Fact Sheet on June 23, 1939, reparted "The
AGEC [Alaska Dept. of Environmental Coaservation] teanm
leader was informed by a VECQ foreman that all VECO foreman
have been directsd by Exxon cfficials not to speak to any
ADEL representatives, [however], a VECD foreman at one work
site informed an ADEBC team member that although they had
recovered approxiaately ons barrel of 0il and 20 bags of
olled fucus from the site, they reported vecovery of &
barrels of ¢il and 40 bags of ciled Ffucus" {City of Cordova,
1989).

Realizing that racovered oil may contain 40 +ao 50
percent water, lf would be helpful to have accurate figures
for amcunt of actual 0il recovercd for both natural rescource
danage asseazment and baseline information for the next
major spill.

1} A systen for contractor accountability directly to
the O5C should be developed through the national contingency
plan.

Problets arlse with contractor accountability when the
spiller can aflord toe pay extremely high contracts.
Contractors, baited in with lucrative fees, rapidly beconme
reluctant to jecpardize their inpcome. Contractor= will
follow comapany orders, o matter how cutragecus the demands.

For example, the standard rate far a 27' bowpicker
prior to the Exwon Valdez spill was 5300-%600 per day.
Exxon smet the rate at $2000-53080 after the spill - a rats
eagerly accepted by local fishermen. During the 1989
cleanup, dorensa of contract workers who came to talk with me
started out with: ‘T don't want to loose my contract, so
don't use my name, but you should know what's going on out
there.,."
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The extent of thia problem was poignantly pointed out
by author Art Davidson in his book In the Wake of the Bxxon
Valdez. In an interview with a case worker, Marge

"Tillion spoke guietly about one young man who
pust, zhe said, resain anonymous. ‘He had bkeen hired
by Exxon, along with four cocthers, at the and of the
first or second week after the apllil. The job was %o
shogt otters and aeals, including pups, that were alled
and alive ao that they would sink. He's having troubls
l1iving with himself for what he did. He's been hear
suicide. The aoney was gopd. - I guess it wams cheaper
for Exxon to zink the aniaals than to pay the cost of
cleanup and rehabilitation.'" {(pg. 163).

For maximum truth in reporting, contractors should
aperate under a blind quality contrel syatem. Perbaps the
national contingency plan should include a system for atate
or federal agencies to accept contractor fees froam the
cpiller and pay the contractors in order to elimipmate the
direct contact between the zpiller and the contractora. The
agency reaponsible for disperaing these funds could reguire
a log book for zach pay period. Log books could be held as
confidential informatian, thus protecting the contractora
while identifying problems in a timely manner.

4} During emergencies, bureaucracies should respect
and utilize the knowledge af local field staff during high
level coaoferences and decisions.

ga.] Early during the BExxon Valdez spill, local field

peraponnel of state (ADEC) and federal {Coast Guardi agencies
worked with industry and the public to respond to the
crisim, These [ield staff were the most familjar with local
conditiona and peaple. As the spill attracted mational
attention, supervisora replaced local staff and assumed
#opntrol® of the response. Problews arose immediately as
 "npewly appainted senior aofficiala were averwhelaed hy the

Tuah of gquestions about all aspects of a significant
environmental event which they were learning about under
stress of both congreasaional and media guestions” {National
Response Team 1992). Rotaticn of supervisars cauwsed further
frustraticn and confusion among public and the preas.

Full utilization of local field stafl could be achieved
by designating a positieon, like "right hand man,." for the
state and fFederal OSC position. Fleld staff elevated to
this pesition should have input directly to the 05C for all
Important decisions.

ibr.) Because of political pressures, local field staff
who served as first respanders for ADEC and the Coast Guard

during the Exugn Yalder apill were relieved of their posts.
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Dan Lawn, the state's =xpert on contingency plans and
Alyeaka operatriona according to psat Commissianer Dennis
Xelsc, has been reassigned to ztate‘s drinkiog water
standards; Commander McCall was transferred out of state.
These reassigneents, particularly Dan Lawn's, caused
conalderable consternation axong fellow employees, whao
regarded this as unjust political manipulation {Janss#a
1990y, and citizens, who viewed this aa a loss of waluable
expertise and continuily.

It is interestipg to note that of all the groups
involved initially with the BExxon Yaldez =pill response -
ADEBC, Coast Guard, Alyeska, Bxxon, and public organizationd
auch as Caordova District Pishermen Tnited and the Prince
William Scound Conservaticon Allilance — cnly the public groups
have the same leaders now as before the spill. It seemsa
that ail hope for reforming oll industry and governmental
practices which led to the =spill depends on the continuity
of public memcry and comzmitment .

) Press need to have accesa and acceurate informarion:
the warld views the event through the eyes of the media.

Turing the Buxxon Valdez spill response, repeated
attenpts were nade by industry to limit press access in the
field. Imitial comtracts circulated to fishermenm contained
a clause stating the contractor would not carry press or 4a
canera on board the. vessel while working onm the spill.
Although this clauwse was resmoved in the final contracts,
Fxxon ordersd that the entire central and asuthweatern
regions of Prince William Scund be placed 1ln 32 high security
zone. Persons transiting thils zone, including the air space
attove it, were required ro obtain peraission - press were
nat permitted. Locals were reluctant to ignore Exxon's
crders for fear of jegpardizing baat or plane charters. The
aituwation was absurd.

KEeeping the media well-informed should be a fundanental
goal of the contingency plan.  Press briefings should
provide access to Industry as well as governmeant
spokespersons, including scientists, to provide as balanced
wviews as possible. Preas transportation should be provided
as part ot the contingency plan so the mpedia is pot
dependent upoa the spiller for access to the ztory. It ia
to the injured partiea‘' advantage that the press be exposed
ta a well-balanced view of events.

&1 The need to "address worker and public safety and
healtl more thoronghly in contingency plana” was identified
by others (Naticnal Response Team 19904, tut the ‘solution
needz scome work.
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Peraonal experience indicates the following:

8a.) The spiller will try to wminimize attention on
health effects of the spill to the general public. For
exanple, Exxcn took no steps to evacuate Tatitlek residents
during the firat three days of the spill even when aware
that residents were phyzically sick from soxious fumes. The
City of Cordova voluntarily evacuated pregnant village
women. Exxon clained this was unnecessary. A&n authority
ather than the spiller must be responsible for laaking after
the puklic health and, if necessary, ordering appropriate
action.

6b.) Local doctors aost likely will not be ahle to
effectively treat illnesses relating to exposure to oil or
hazardous chemicala. Trained experts apecializing in human
toxicelogy ahould be dispatched te local communities where
they can either itrain lccal doctors or aasiat with patients
suffering from exposure to hazardous substrances during the
crizis. In addition, trained experts could start a database
an human medical problexs associated with oil spills.

Gc.] First responders to the spill are most likely ta
be poncerned leocals rather than trained workers aperating
under contracta. Efforta should b made to have local
eguipment depots stocked with gear (like respirators and
protective clothing} and to get this gear out ta the field
to protect theae first responders.

7! All parties should endeavor to stick to ground
rules established prior to the spill.

Ta.] Political pmapneuvering by tha spiller to pressure
aunthorities and influence response decisions in their faver
{veraus the public welfare) should not bBe tolerated and
should be immediately esxposed to the media.

Juat weeks prior to the Esmon Valdezr =pill, the
Hegional Responses Team (RRT)} completed a lengthy process af
public education and bearings culmicating in an agreed upon
plan for dispersant application in Prince William Sound. Ha
socney had the oil from the Exxon Valdez hit the water, than
Alyeska demanded to apply dispersanta in all zones,
Iincluding Zone 3 areaa of sensitive habitat in which the RRT
had decidad that disperasant use wonld not be allowed.
Altheugh the initial application of dispersants quickly
becane a woot issue, Exxorn later presaured te apply
disperaants on the beaches (2cne 3} for cleanup.
Fortunately., the latter was not permitted.

The midst of a crisis is no time for di=missing ground
work carefully laid out in advance af the emergency.
Spillera should be encouraged to stick with the group game
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plan by adopting atrong deterrents for acting without 058
approval such as a multiplier ¢f total pepalties siallar to
the groass negligence multiplier under Alaska law.

7.} Political maneuvering by other responsible
authorities tg influsnce response decisicons in their faver
{versua the public welfare] should also not he tolerated.

After the Bxxon Valdez spill, proposals for hundreds of
largely unteated '"miracle cures® for removing oil from
beaches and wildlife flooded into the market. The
Environaental Protection Agency (BPFA} has a aystematic tier
approach to screening sch compounds with aclentific teats,
This process is used to prevent further injury to inpacted
areas through wide scale application of unproven techmolagy.

flowever, when BEFA seized one idea itself -
bioremediation with a French compound called Inipol EAP 22 —
and began praomcting it along with Exxon, the screening
system fell by the wayside., Within the First sumwmar of
testing, FPA pushed for wide scale application of
bicremaediation despite public concerns about unknown long—
term effects on the environment. HNotes Walter Parker, past
Chairapan of Alaska's Q0il Spill Commiaaian, "testing and
evaluation must be separated from industry and agency
promoticn if it iz to achieve belicvability" {(1391e).

EFA is still promolting wide acale testing of Inipol
despite evidence of deleterious effects of Inipcl on humans.
Workers exposed to large doses of Inipol were hozpitalized,
while others are currenily being treated for health prablens
stemning from pessible chronic exposure {personal
comwunicarion with City of Seldovia, AK, MD Russell Manuel,
Anchorage, AK, and attorney Charles Ray, Jr., Anchorage,
AE). Recreational users camping or hiking on unmarked
beaches days after Inipocl treatment reported navsea,
headaches, and dizziness (personal communication with Kelly
Weaverling and Susan Ogle, Cordova, A¥).

Pubklic trust in industry and government offijicials iz
destroyed when these parties are cxempted from rulas
designed to protect public health and the envirornment. To
rebuild the trust, we =must all play by the rules.

4! Ewveryone agrees that more sffort needs toc be
focused on 3pill response preparation, but already
accomplishments are being undermined in this area.

Aa. ) "Exercises that realistically stress and test
plans and response system readiness are not held frequently
enough,” notes the Naticonal Response Team's report (1930].
"No government agency routinely conductis exercises that
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Fully address the difficulties and stresses presented by a
mafor «il pelliuticn incident.”

In Alaska, Alyeaka and acme of its owner companiea have
canducted drills which always have a succesaful cutcome. In
comparison, Horwegian drills are evaluated opr concrete
criteria and failure ia not uncommon. For sxample, during
Yy vigit, companie=z inwolved {n a towing exercise failed the
drill because oie tug could not stop z loaded tanker in the
allorted space (0tt 1991)}. The idea is t¢o learn from
ristakes and improve the system.

The industry and governaent io other cauntpiss, Horway
in particular, train response personne]l in programsa that
consiatently produce gualified taamz of workers. In
comparison, Alyeska recently ankounced thar it would not
praovide safety training to contract workers in its oil =pill
respan=e program [(Cordova Times F/21/91) . Alvyeska alsa
apems "t be withdrawing from ita commitment to provide
trainlng of hatchery staff and protecticom to hatcheries in
the ewent of a =2pill" {Cordova Times 2/21/91).

3b.} "“EBguipment does not axjist in adeguate supplies,
her is it sited ian appropriate locations, " nostes the
Naticnal Response Team's report (15999, "Even the amnbitious

ampounts of equipment iacluded in the proposal of the
petroleum industry to establish the Patraleum Industry
Response Organlization (FIRD) would not bHe suffjicient to
respond to a catastrophic oil spilli. "

According to contingency plap experta, nechanical
recovery as 3 viable option for handling large oil spills
ozt enuploy very large cii skimmers (YLOS), which have navar
gone past conceptual stages (Lawn 1990bL, Parker 19%81¢).,
Tanker convarsions into skimmers of izpressive dimensions
were proposed by Mobil in the early 19780= (10,000 ton},
BExxon in the early 19805 {24,000 *ton), and Arco most
recently (7¢,000 ton). FProposals were shelved due to lack
of industry support. 0Ontil VLOS are available for response
through the PIRO centers and at Alyeska, we will, according
to Walter Parker "qo on recovering vwery small percentages of
apilled oil or seek cther means of handling large @il

spills" (19%ic}h.

Industry commitment ta i¥preve apill response
preparation after the Exacon Valder spill is already waning,
repezting an all too familiar pattern of pledged
inproverents following a dramatic splll event, but no folleow
through. Alye=ska, for example, less than two years after
the apill has not fulfilled it promise to have cleanup
equipment stored in Cordovs — fizhermen jinspecting storage
containers in mid-February found them empty, locked, and no
keys available to crewa [(Cordava Times 221731},
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APPLYING COREECTIVE MEASORES — ADEQUATHELY

Evervone agnees that prevention is the moat sigaificant
protection against risk of future spills. Sweeping changes
in federal and Alaska statre laws outline steps far reforming
inadequate practices, it acoomplishments are already being
undermined.

9a.) BHBudget cuts in federal apill preventicn programns,
including the Coast Guard'as VYessel Traffic Systesm amd EPA's
spill prevention, contral, and countermeasures (SPCG)
program,. have severely limited these programa' elfectiveness
{National Response Team 1990).

In a national survey of structural failures jin tankers,
the Coast Guard reporied in 1989 that tankers invelved in
the Alaska trade compromise 13 percent of the doasatic
Tleet, but account for 52 percent of the structural fajilurea
{Coast Guard 198%). Subzegquent stundies by the Coast Guard
and others have pointed outr axtensive problems with the oil
tanker trade including inadegquate crew traioing and
undermanning, inadequate vessel traffic control systems, and
additional problemas with tanker deaign, conatruction, and
replacement schedules (U.5. Cpast Guard 1569; U.5. Coast
Guard 1990; Parker 199la, 1991ib, 1991d}.

While the 0il Pollution Act pf 1990 attempis to correct
many of these problems, the point j= that prevepntion
programs should be funded at levels which keep these
problems from developing in the first place.

9h.} Problem vessels shozld be identified and replaced
ahead of the schedule outlined in the 0il Pollution Act of
19480.

The Coast Guard has identified 15 wvesaels - 42 percent
af the fleet involved in the Korth Slope trade - that
require special attention and reporting procedures because
they account for nearly 73 percent of the documsnted
structnral fajlures {Parker 1991d}. Each of these vesssls
is a disaater waiting tc happen. If we proceed at the

replacenent pace schedulsd by Congress, we will be
waiting nearly a decade to replace socme of these proolem
tankera.

Stapdard oil =pill prevention precantiona in other
countries, such aa Scotland and Norway, enable port
authpritia= to deny perBisaion to enter the port any vessel
with a bad pnollutien hiatory or inapectionr record (Lawm
1950a). We npeed to “"Just say HO" tg some of these tankers.
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1¢} The effectiveness of newly passed legialaticn
depends on follow through and enforcement, areas which are
showing decided lack of commitment.

Whether legislation passed to correci perceived
inadequaciea in spill preparaticon and responae will actually
do ac depends now upon the will and work of dedicated
ataffer=s and continued public invalveasnt. Studiss must he
conducted and regqulaticons dralfted to fulfill at least the
letter of the law. But the spirit of many aewly passed laws
is already being bent down the sawe path of complacency and
indyatry favaoriti=am that led Yo the Exxon Valdez spill.

10a.) For example, at the federal lavael, the 0il
Follution Act of 1990 reguires a thorough audit of the
Tranz-Alaska Pipeline Syatem (TAPS) by a Prezidential Task
Faorce. Congress peglected to appropriate money for this
audit and nejther the Freaident or Ala=ka's Governor has
appainted menbarsz for the task force.

BEoth the President and Governor are pushing for opening
the Arctic Ocean and Arctic Refuge [ANWR) for oil amnd gas
leaning, projecta which will rely heavily upan the future
integrity of TAPS. Even without any future expansion of
North Slope fields, a highly unlikely scenario, the
integrity of TAPS ia critical to natiomal security aas this
system currently supplies about 25% of our domestic oil.

I0b.}) At the atate level, spill prevention and
response requlations drafted for legizlation passed in 1990
were pre—-releasad to the ail industry [(Alyesaka) prior to
public review. Upon receiving industrv's comments, whether
Inteptionally or lronically, Governor Hickel's Dept. of
Enwirgpxental Conservation {ADEC) decided to delszyy implemen—
tation of regulations from June 1, 1991, as mandated by
atatute, to Decembar (Postman I/1/9%1). An ombudsmpan's
investigation of the matter hazs been requesated by citizena.

Ability to enforce envirommental laws at federal and
state ]Jevela is almost nonexistent and this problex is
shared by other nations. Increased profits gained from
illegal actions provide strong locentives fo ignore laws,
eapacially whan the odds tavor not getting caught. “Coast
Guard investigative and prosecution efforts are seriously
inadeguate and do little to deter polluters... Chances aof
their bsing caught are amall; of being caught and prasecuted
even szpaller; If prosecutesed, chances of heing found guilty
are minuscule; if found guilty, fines are paltry® [(Counghlin
1991} .

10c.)] Recent inveatigations by maritise reporter
Williaa Coughlin reveal that a "common practice” in the oil
tanker fleet isivolves mixing wastewater, engice sludge, and
hazardons subxtances from shore refineries with halla=st
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water., This mixture iz then either duaped at asa or run
through treataent plantsz at Terminals, notably, Alveska on
the west cgast, which are not designed to remove theswo
compounds {Coughlin 1941). Both Coast Guard and EPA
officials were apparently unaware af this practice until
reported by press.

1Qd.; Enfortement capabilities at the atate leve)
airror those at the federal Ilevel.

An enforcement arm for the Dept. of Envircnomental
Conservatrion was created by the 1980 legialature who
proceaded to not appropriate any funds for the pew division.
4 bill containing increased enforcesent provisions for ADEC,
girilar to measures adopted in 28 other states, failed
wmiserably from strong resource indusiry lobbyving. & hill
increasing civil penalrias for spilling oil alse failed.

Without meganingful incentives to obey the law, such as
stiff penalties backed by swif{ enforcepent, industry will
cantinue to cut legal corners to maximirze profita.

CONCLOSIONS AND SHMMARY

In sunxary, it seemz only some of the problem=z leading
to the Exwxon Valder spill were correctly identified. The
nore politically sensitive the problem, the less likely it
was to be pubhlicly aired. Extremely senzxjtive jaspssx,
including the ability teo enforce our environmental lawa,
were swept back under the protective folds of carpetiog
covering the "brotherbood of oil" (Engler 1977).

The public. although outraged by a series of spilla in
1999, iz still unwilling to face long-term soclutions for
Increased apill prevention and response: increassd pricas
at the pump and a agre energy efficient life-style, We are
a pation of il addicts [o denial. .

We have ewmerged from one bad trip ending on Bligh Resf
only to laanch on another high frow an overdose of promiaes
af billicn barre]l fisids underlying rthe Arctic Ocean and
North Slope of Alaska. '

Never mind that the tachnelogy dosa not yet exist to
claanup =spilla under ice. While O.5. o0il coepaniea declarse
Arctic developments will be “environmentally =ound,” the
gameg companies In Norway are forbidden ta explaore in



ort page 13

offshore ice pack mntil they have proven technology in hand
to cleannp splill= under ice (Ott 1991).

Never mind that adeguate risk analyses will not be
cgalculated for Arctic leasing programs — aor any future
leasing programs throwghout the countiry - because the most
revealing data on damage of aspilis to the public and the
environment will not be available {Larncaster i/721/%91). In-
dapth damige azsessment studien, particularly the econcmic
data, from the Exxon Valdez spill nay be locked up forever
chder the terms of the civil litigation claim settlement
negotiated in private by Alaska Governor Hickel and Exxton
{Pastman 2/27/91).

By locking up the damage assesswment data, Hickel and
Exxon are promoting oll develppment irrespective of all riak
to the public and the envircnment. The Preajdent of the
Orited States even assures us that Arctic leasing will be
environmentally =sound.

But with no proven technology to cleanup spills under
ice, no =alid data available o caleulate riak to the
publie, and no effort to enforce eovironmental laws, I can
cnly conelude that the Preaident, Alaska's Gevernor, and big
cil mean nothing more than lip-service when they =speak of
“egvwironmentally sound developaent in Alaska."

"Pruat us. It's time to drill Alaska's Refuge" [Nulty
16921). Frem the il industry's perspective, it is time to
drill Alaska's Refuge and Arectic Ocman. Now that war in the
niddle =ast is over. the apecter of reliance on foreigno oll
pmay fade in public conscicus as rapidly as the environmeatal
conseguences of the Bxxon Valder spill, negating the
read adovoreted by indusxtry for a domestie push fapr oil
exploraticon, Next year the restrictions for offahore lease
gales will be stricter as "adequate inpformation" will be
required by Mineral Management Service priagr to heolding
leaae aales (Gre=eppeace 1991).

Perhaps it iz more tpan coinecidence that most lease
salex off the west and east coasts have been deferred for up
to ten years. The oil companies can rightfully clain they
have no where else to go, It is exactly this type of
upified sffort by pro-oil forces that it will take to open
the Arctic to further drilling.

From the public perspective, it is not time to drilil
Alasika's Arctic Ocean and Refuge. Eut it ia time, in the
words of a repown author on the politics of cil., to make
decisionys that are "economically just, ecologically sane,
and politically accountable” (Engler 1977). I encourage the
public to remain vigilant and work towards these goals.
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